
Thursday, November 5, 2020 

7:30 pm 

https://zoom.us/j/94893839034?pwd=VXFTTSsyMVkvSEplRlQ2RFpVYlI4dz09  
          

 

 

The New York Flute Club presents 

THE SOLO SERIES 

 

THE EVOLUTION OF 

EDGARD VARÈSE’S DENSITY 21.5 
 

 

 

Density 21.5 (1936 version)      Edgard Varèse (1883-1965) 

 

Density 21.5 (1956 published version)    

 From the CD Vento Apassionato: 20th Century Solo 

 Flute Repertoire (Albany TROY 1726) 

 

Molly Barth, flute 

 

 

Discussion with Molly Barth, Felix Meyer, and Nancy Toff 

 

 
CREDITS 

Continuous Motion Productions, video recording 

Paul Sacher Foundation, for permission to reproduce the 1936 manuscript 

Jennifer Szabo, video editing 

Jeff Mitchell, technical advisor 

 

 

NEXT EVENTS 

 

A Virtual Flute Teacher’s Playbook 

Discussion with Jeff Mitchell, Leone Buyse, Tereasa Payne, and Ransom Wilson 

Thursday, November 12, 2020, 7:30 pm 

https://zoom.us/j/98543225723?pwd=ZmEzN0k1cDRTYmxiY0kwV1luUnNydz09 

 

Claire Chase and the Density 2036 Project 

Music of Du Yun, Marcos Balter, Dai Fujikura, Tyshawn Sorey, and Pauline Oliveros 

Sunday, November 15, 2020, 5:30 pm 

https://zoom.us/j/93517021742?pwd=K3RTdk50OStFWDhkNkRPSHZHeUxvZz09  

 

Please visit www.nyfluteclub for more information. 

  

Molly Barth, associate professor of music at the Blair School of Music, 

Vanderbilt University, has premiered hundreds of pieces. As co-founder and 

former member of the ensembles Eighth Blackbird and Beta Collide, she toured 

the world, recorded a dozen albums, and.with Eighth Blackbird, won a Grammy 

Award. She is a co-founder of the Zohn Collective, a group of curious musicians 

who share a love of risk and exploration. They have collaborated with a puppet 

company and a cartoonist, have toured the US and Mexico, and record extensively. 

Molly Barth’s albums include Vento Appassionato: 20th Century Solo Flute 

Repertoire; Thorn, focusing on the chamber music of David Lang; and Castillos de 

Viento, intimate music with guitar. She studied at Oberlin, the Cincinnati 

Conservatory, and Northwestern University. mollybarth.com 

  

Felix Meyer has been the director of the Paul Sacher Foundation in Switzerland 

since 1999. He has published widely on twentieth-century music and has edited 

and co-edited a number of books, including Settling New Scores: Music 

Manuscripts from the Paul Sacher Foundation (Schott, 1998), Edgard Varèse: 

Composer, Sound Sculptor, Visionary (Boydell Press, 2006), Elliott Carter: A 

Centennial Portrait in Letters and Documents (Boydell Press, 2008), 

Crosscurrents: American and European Music in Interaction, 1900–2000 (Boydell 

Press, 2014), and Alberto Ginastera in Switzerland: Essays and Documents 

(Boosey & Hawkes, 2016). His publications also include facsimile editions of 

works by Igor Stravinsky (piano version of The Rite of Spring; Boosey & Hawkes, 

2013) and Béla Bartók (Music for Strings, Percussion and Celesta, Schott, 2000; 

Sonata for Two Pianos and Percussion; Schott, 2018).  

 

Nancy Toff is the author of The Development of the Modern Flute (1979), The 

Flute Book (third edition, 2012), and Monarch of the Flute: The Life of Georges 

Barrère (2005) and was curator of the exhibition Georges Barrère and the Flute in 

America at the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts, for which she 

wrote the catalog (1994). For her work on Barrère she has received the Dena 

Epstein Award for Archival and Library Research in American Music from the 

Music Library Association and grants from the Sinfonia Foundation and the 

American Musicological Society. She is president and archivist of the New York 

Flute Club and vice president and executive editor at Oxford University Press, and 

also serves as archivist of the National Flute Association. Ms. Toff received the 

National Flute Association’s 2012 Distinguished Service Award. A graduate of 

Harvard, she studied flute with Arthur Lora and James Pappoutsakis. 

 

 



THE NEW YORK FLUTE CLUB, INC. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Nancy Toff, President  •  Patricia Zuber, First Vice President 

Kaoru Hinata, Second Vice President  •  Deirdre McArdle, Recording Secretary 

Katherine Saenger, Membership Secretary  •  May Yu Whu, Treasurer 

Amy Appleton, Jenny Cline, Diane Couzens, Fred Marcusa, 

Judith Mendenhall, Jeff Mitchell, Linda Rappaport, Jayn Rosenfeld, 

Rie Schmidt, Nicole Schroeder, Malcolm Spector 

ADVISORY BOARD 

Jeanne Baxtresser, Stefán Höskuldsson, Sue Ann Kahn, Robert Langevin, 

Marya Martin, Michael Parloff, Renée Siebert 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Georges Barrère (1920-44) • John Wummer (1944-47) 

Milton Wittgenstein (1947-52) • Mildred Hunt Wummer (1952-55, 1963-64) 

Frederick Wilkins (1955-57) • Harry H. Moskovitz (1957-60, 1967-70) 

Paige Brook (1960-63, 1970-73, 1982-83) • Maurice S. Rosen (1964-67) 

Eleanor Lawrence (1973-76, 1979-82, 1986-89) • Harold Jones (1976-79) 

John Solum (1983-86) • Sue Ann Kahn (1989-92) • Nancy Toff (1992-95, 2008-11) 

Rie Schmidt (1995-98) • Patricia Spencer (1998-2001) • Jan Vinci (2001-02) 

Jayn Rosenfeld (2002-05) • David Wechsler (2005-08) • John McMurtery (2011-12) 

Wendy Stern (2012-15) • Patricia Zuber (2015-18) 

 
       

Please visit our website, www nyfluteclub.org. 
       

 

The New York Flute Club, Inc. is grateful to the following flute manufacturers, music dealers, 

publishers, and organizations for their support of these concerts: 

 

   Abell Flute Co. 

   Arista Flutes 

   Law Offices of Diana J. Basso 

   Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 

   The Buddhist Flutist 

   Burkart Flutes & Piccolos 

   Emanuel Flutes, Inc. 

   Flute Center of New York 

   Flute Perfection 

   Flute Pro Shop, Inc. 

   Flutistry Boston 

   Wm. S. Haynes Company 

    

 

 

Keefe Piccolo Company 

Levit Flute Company   

Nagahara Flutes/NNI Inc. 

Simon Polak Early Flutes 

Verne Q. Powell Flutes, Inc. 

Rose Music Company 

Sankyo Flutes USA 

SKP Consulting and Management, Inc. 

Weissman Music Co. 

Winter Harbor Music Festival 

Your Flute Works 
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GEORGES BARRÈRE 

FOUNDER 

 


